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SUBJECT: GOP RELEASES 500 MORE DETAINEES 

1 . DAILY EXPRESS OF AUGUST 28 PUBLISHED UPI STORY THAT 

500 DETAINEES WERE RELEASED FROM DETENTION CAMPS "THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY" ON AUGUST 27 "BRINGING TO 1,500 THE NUMBER OF 
DETAINEES FREED IN TWO MONTHS." EIGHTY-NINE OF THE 500 HAD 
BEEN ACCUSED OF "SECURITY OFFENSES". STORY CONTINUES THAT 
AFP JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL PRESIDED OVER RELEASE CEREMONY 
OF 202 DETAINEES, INCLUDING ELEVEN SECURITY CASES, AT BICUT AN 
NEAR MANILA. ACCOMPANYING PHOTO SHOWS PC DEPUTY COMMANDER 
ADMINISTERING OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO 108 AT 
BICUTAN. DIMAYA TOLD UPI THE RELEASE WAS "PART OF A PLAN 
TO PHASE OUT MILITARY COURTS TRYING CIVILIANS." 

2. COMMENT: PRESIDENT MARCOS ANNOUNCED AUGUST 26 THAT 
"TODAY WE ARE BEGINNING TO RELEASE DETAINEES" UNDER THE 
AMNESTY PROGRAM HE ANNOUNCED TO WORLD LAW CONFERENCE 
(MANILA 13419 AND 13228). VALENCIA IN DAILY EXPRESS 

AUGUST 29 COMMENTED: "THIS NEGATES THE PESSIMISM EXPRESSED 
THE OTHER DAY BY THE NEW YORK TIMES. THE TIME SAID THAT 
THE PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT THAT HE WAS RELEASING PRISONERS 
WAS NOTHING BUT WORDS." HOWEVER, THESE RELEASES APPEAR 
TO BE PART OF CONTINUING RELEASE PROGRAM RESULTING FROM 
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REVIEW OF CASES FOR TRANSFER FROM MILITARY TRIBUNALS TO 
CIVIL COURTS. 
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